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Understanding Child Maltreatment 2012
Executive Summary
Child Maltreatment 2012 is the 23rd edition of a report on the status of child
maltreatment in the United States published by Administration for Children Youth
and Families, Children's Bureau (ACF) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. This is a relatively high profile report, so the national office of Prevent
Child Abuse America developed this analysis to support the state chapter and the
Healthy Families America networks in understanding the contents of the report,
applying the findings to their community and using the findings to support
prevention services.
General Observations:
The report indicates that there were 686,000 unique, unduplicated cases of child
abuse or neglect throughout the United States. “Nationally, four-fifths (78.3%) of
victims were neglected, 18.3 percent were physically abused, 9.3 percent were
sexually abused and 8.5 percent were psychologically maltreated.”1
In a press release announcing this report, ACF highlighted a decline in child
abuse. This decline is based on a decrease in the estimated rate of abused children
per 1,000 children in the population. This analysis provides the methodology to
calculate this number for a specific state. The press release also reports an increase
in child fatalities. This may be due to the fact that some states are implementing
recommendations to expand sources of data on child fatalities based on a 2011
study by the US General Accountability Office (GAO).
As has been the trend for several years, neglect is still the most common form of
maltreatment, and one that may be most amenable to secondary prevention
services. The report also indicates that the younger the child, the higher the rate of
victimization and that there is not a decline in child neglect.
A study commissioned by Prevent Child Abuse America estimates the national cost
of child maltreatment at more than $80 billion annually. A study by the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention estimates the lifetime cost of a single case of nonfatal child maltreatment at $210,012. This paper contains a table applying these
highly credible cost figures to the CPS child maltreatment data in each state.
Policy Considerations
Child Maltreatment 2012 is derived from a dataset created by compiling Child
Protective Services (CPS) data from all reporting states. In 2012, 22 states and
jurisdictions submitted all requested information with the most common missing
data elements being descriptions of individual child and family risk factors such as
substance abuse or disability. The lack of uniform definitions of child maltreatment
is a weakness in using this report as an indicator of anything beyond Child
Protective Services activity in 2012. This is particularly true for child sexual abuse
where the age of, or relationship to an alleged perpetrator is a factor in being
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classified as a CPS case, another practice that varies widely among states. In
addition, the findings of the report are limited due to:
The variation in state definitions of child maltreatment;
Then number of states that reported changes in policy or technology
rendering it unwise to use their data to assess trends; and
The variations in practice of coding “differential response.”
Data in this report can be used as descriptive data for advocacy or public education
efforts, but it is recommended that a state’s data representative be contacted as
identified in Child Maltreatment 2012 before using it for technical analyses.
Even with the limitations of the report, there are several implications for the
prevention mission:
Meaningful prevention planning and implementation is more likely to occur
when a national strategy is developed, supported with consistent metrics
uniformly measuring crucial indicators of child and family well-being.
This need for community based prevention strategies through family support
services. This is based upon the observation that more than one million
children were ‘referred’ to CPS but did not become ‘reports.’ The majority of
these children are most likely at risk. The raw number of ‘referred’ children as
well as the rate per 1,000 children in the population is increasing over time.
This report shows the methodology to calculate this number for a
specific state.
No child should ever be maltreated, and if maltreated, should never be
victimized again. Prevention in both human suffering and economic costs
provides a greater return on investment than responding to something that
should never have occurred in the first place.
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Understanding Child Maltreatment 2012
Introduction
This paper presents findings from a review of the report Child Maltreatment 2012, the 23rd
annual report on child maltreatment incidence, published by the US Department of Health
and Human Services, Administration for Children Youth and Families, Children's Bureau.

Part I: What these numbers mean
 What is the source of data for this report?
The information in this report is derived from data voluntarily submitted by each state's
Child Protection Services (CPS) system to a federal database entitled The National Child
Abuse and Neglect Data Set, or NCANDS. "NCANDS collects case-level data on all children
who received a CPS agency response in the form of an investigation response or an
alternative response." (Page x) 2 This dataset does not record “screened out” referrals, that is,
those referrals that do not meet each state’s legal standard to warrant an investigation.
 Is this report really a measure of CPS activity rather than child maltreatment?
The data used to develop this report come from CPS data systems and therefore are national
data describing child abuse and neglect known to CPS agencies. There are many more cases
that never come to the attention of CPS for multiple reasons. "Each State has its own
definitions of child abuse and neglect that are based on standards set by federal law." (Page
ix). This variation renders it impossible to consider NCANDS all inclusive; a case that may be
counted by one state’s definition could be eliminated by another.
Sixteen states indicated that changes in either policy, practice or data systems make
it unwise to use their 2012 data to show a trend from prior years. Attachment 4 lists
states offering this explanation. If your state indicates an issue with using data for trends,
consider contacting the NCANDS data expert for your state.
The Fourth National Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect (NIS-4), a project which
uses multiple sources of data concluded “…that CPS investigated the maltreatment of only
32% of children who experienced Harm Standard maltreatment and of 43% of those whose
maltreatment fit the Endangerment Standard."3 The NIS provides estimates according to two
standards: “Under the Harm Standard, children must have experienced some harm or injury
from maltreatment. The Harm Standard definitions specify, for each category of
maltreatment, the severity of harm or injury needed for the child to be counted. Under the
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Endangerment Standard, children in any category of maltreatment are counted as long as
they are regarded as endangered by the abuse or neglect .” 4
A survey conducted in 2012 indicated that at least half of our Prevent Child Abuse America
chapters are working with child sexual abuse and inconsistencies in counting are magnified
in this area. Offenses against children perpetrated by other youth or non-family members
may not be counted by some CPS systems and be counted by others. Dr. David Finkelhor
spoke of the difficulties of counting child sexual abuse cases at the first conference on child
protection held at Penn State in 2013. A video of that presentation which covers this issue in
depth can be seen at this link.5
 The headline in the ACF Press Release6 announcing Child Maltreatment 2012 claimed a
decline in the national incidence of child abuse; how can I calculate that same number
for my state?
The figures used to support that conclusion are interpreted below:
"The report estimates there were 686,000 cases of child abuse or neglect across the country
in 2012. While this indicates a steady decrease since 2007, when there were approximately
723,000 reports of abuse, it also serves as a reminder that there is more work still to be
done." 7


The estimate of 686,000 unduplicated or unique child victims for 2012 is derived from
an estimated rate of 9.2 unique victims 8 per 1,000 children in the population9.
Exhibit 3-C, below offers this explanation:
The national victimization rate was calculated by dividing the number of unique
victims from reporting states by the child population of reporting states and
multiplying by 1,000. Because fewer than 52 states reported data in a given
year, the national estimate of victims was calculated by multiplying the national
victimization rate by the child population of all 52 states and dividing by 1,000.
The result was rounded to the nearest 1,000. 10
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TREND IN VICTIMIZATION RATES AS PUBLISHED IN
CHILD MALTREATMENT 2012



The figure of 723,000 is an estimate of unique child victims in 2007 as published in
the report Child Maltreatment 2011. 11 Different figures were published in Child
Maltreatment 200712 and adjusted after states offered additions and corrections to
their NCANDS files.13 For this reason, it is difficult to construct the same trend used in
the press release (2007 – 2012) for each state.

TREND IN VICTIMIZATION RATES AS PUBLISHED IN
CHILD MALTREATMENT 2011

11

Please see attachment 3 'correspondence with ACF' for an explanation of the 2007 estimate of 723,000 unique child
victims
12
Child Maltreatment 2007 http://archive.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm07/cm07.pdf
13
See attachment 3
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The decline described in the press release is based on a change in the rate of
unduplicated number of children for whom a report was accepted for investigation per
1,000 children in the population.
To find the analogous number for your state for 2007:
The original 2007 state-level data is presented in Table 3-3 on page 37 of Child Maltreatment
2007; that table is reproduced in this document as attachment 6 and will show your state’s
rate per 1,000 children in 2007. Please be mindful that an adjusted total for 2007 was
published in 2008 and your state may be one of the states submitting revised numbers.
Revised state level data is not available so if the change for your state seems unusually large
or small, consider contacting the NCANDS data expert from your state using the contact
information for each state found in the State Commentary section beginning on page 130 of
Child Maltreatment 2012.
To find the analogous number for your state for 2012:
Table 3-4 in Child Maltreatment 2012 provides a trend in rates per 1,000 children for each
state and is reproduced in this document attachment 7. While the press release compares
2007 to 2012, we recommend using the trend data from 2008 – 2012 as presented in Table
3-4 on Child Maltreatment 2012, unless there is a specific need to use the same time frame
as the press release.
 The headline in the ACF Press Release14 announcing Child Maltreatment 2012 claimed
a small increase in the number of child fatalities; how can I calculate that same
number for my state?
Before using NCANDS fatality figures to determine a trend for your state, it is helpful to be
aware of an important policy issue. In 2009, Congress asked the Government Accountability
Office (GAO) to conduct a technical analysis to "obtain more information about the quality of
national data on child fatalities and near fatalities from maltreatment"15 The Government
Accountability Office is an "independent, nonpartisan agency that works for Congress. Often
called the "congressional watchdog," GAO investigates how the federal government spends
taxpayer dollars." 16 In a report published in 2011, the GAO concluded:
"More children have likely died from maltreatment than are reflected in the
national estimate of 1,770 child fatalities for fiscal year 2009. Undercounting is
likely due to nearly half the states reporting to NCANDS data only on children
already known to CPS agencies—yet not all children who die from maltreatment
were previously brought to the attention of CPS."..."24 states reported in our
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ACF press release, Attachment 1
GAO report number GAO-11-599 entitled 'Child Maltreatment: Strengthening National Data on Child Fatalities Could Aid
in Prevention', released on July 12, 2011. Accessed 12/23/2013 at http://www.gao.gov/assets/330/320778.html
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survey that their 2009 NCANDS data did not include child fatality information
from any non-CPS source" 17
The GAO recommended:
"Synthesizing information about child fatalities from multiple sources—such as
death certificates, state child welfare agency records, or law enforcement
reports—can produce a more comprehensive picture of the extent of child deaths"
In 2012, certain states expanded their sources of child fatality data in response to the GAO
report. Please refer to your state commentary beginning on page 130 of Child Maltreatment
2012.
To find the annual number of fatalities reported in your state from 2008 to 2012, see Table 42 on page 57 of Child Maltreatment 2012, reproduced in this paper as attachment 10.
Sixteen states indicated that changes in either policy, practice or data systems make
it unwise to use their 2012 data to show a trend from prior years. Attachment 4 to this
report lists states in this situation. If your state indicates an issue with using data for trends,
consider contacting the NCANDS data expert for your state.
 Is minority over-representation still an issue nationally? In individual states?
Overall, victims of African-American, American Indian or Alaska Native, and multiple racial
descents had the highest rates of victimization at 14.2, 12.4, and 10.3 victims, respectively,
per 1,000 children in the population of the same race or ethnicity. The overall rate was 9.2
per 1,000 children.
To find the comparable state numbers see Table 3-7 on page 37 of Child Maltreatment 2012.
 What is the impact of 'alternative or differential response' on the numbers cited in this
report?
“An increasing number of reports are handled by an alternative response, which focuses
primarily on the needs of the family. CPS systems that include both an investigation
response and an alternative response are often referred to as differential response systems.”18
The excerpt from the case flow chart below shows that cases receiving alternative response
may be counted as either victims or non-victims, further effecting the total count.
The increasing use of alternative or differential response can have an impact on the trend
data. “Variations in how states define and implement alternative response programs continue
to emerge.”19 Readers are once again cautioned to refer to the State Commentary; states
report both increases and decreases in their overall service numbers due to specific
handling of alternative response cases.
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Children receiving an alternative response from CPS can be classified as either non-victims or victims
(Red arrows added for emphasis)

Part 2: Implications for Prevention
 Prevention programs work.
The Fourth National Incidence Study of Child Abuse and Neglect (NIS-4), a project which
uses multiple sources of data, estimated a decrease in the number of maltreated children,
with a significant decline in abuse between NIS-3 in 1996 and NIS-4 in 2006, but not
neglect.21 When considering both the trends reported in the series of Child Maltreatment
reports and the NIS-4, an argument can be made for a decline in abuse. Prevention programs
may be part of the reason.
 Prevention is cost efficient.
We can pair the data in this report with the two major national studies on the cost of child
maltreatment.


A cost analysis commissioned by Prevent Child Abuse America 22 found that the
national cost of child abuse and neglect exceeds $80 BILLION annually.
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NIS 3 1996 harm standard estimate 1,553,000; NIS 4 2005 harm standard estimate 1,256,600 The number of children
who experienced Harm Standard abuse declined significantly, by 26%, from an estimated 743,200 (11.1 abused children per
1,000) in the NIS–3 to 553,300 (7.5 abused children per 1,000 children) in the NIS–4. The incidence of Harm Standard
neglect showed no statistically reliable changes since the NIS–3, neither overall nor in any of the specific neglect categories
(physical, emotional, and educational neglect).
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http://www.preventchildabuse.org/images/research/pcaa_cost_report_2012_gelles_perlman.pdf
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention23 estimates that each case of non-fatal
child maltreatment will cost the economy $210,012 over a lifetime.

Attachment 9 provides two methods to estimate the potential cost of child maltreatment to
your state.
 The table allocates the annual cost of $80,260,411,087 as established by Prevent
Child Abuse America proportionally by each state’s number of victims.
 That table also shows the results of multiplying the number of victims in 2012 by the
CDC estimated lifetime cost of $210,012.
 Prevention has life-long benefits.
The Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) studies are widely accepted as having
demonstrated the lifetime damage caused by adverse childhood experiences, including child
maltreatment. Experiencing ACE’s mean lifetime costs and effects. Detail can be found at
www.AceStudy.org.
 But we need more prevention programs!
There is an increase in the number of children and families being screened out of CPS
systems.
Child Maltreatment 2012 provides details of how each state handles initial calls, called
'referrals,' either screening them out or accepting them into the system as 'reports.' States
then respond to those reports with investigations or services. In 2012, more than one-third
(38%) of calls (referrals) to CPS agencies were screened out and never considered reports.
This represents more than one million children with some indication of potential risk;
both the estimated number of screened out cases and the rate per 1,000 children is
increasing as shown on the table below.

23
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A list of possible reasons for being screened out is provided, ranging from "allegation did not
contain enough information to enable a CPS response to occur" to "alleged victim was older
than 18 years."24 Detailed information on these 1,116,160 screened-out cases is not
provided, but 2012 state data can be found in attachment 8.
This point supports the need for community based prevention services reaching families not
served by the public CPS system. (E.g. "Who is serving the 40% of people who called and
were not eligible for services from their states CPS system? Even if half the calls were for
general information, that leaves a lot of families in distress who need support.")

 The impact of neglect
Neglect continues to comprise the largest proportion of the CPS caseload; accounting for
almost 80% of victims and almost 70% of child fatalities.25 Both NCANDS data and the
National Incidence Studies (NIS) show a stable rate of child neglect. While abuse is
decreasing, neglect is not. Chapters could consider identifying interventions known to
promote protective factors and reduce risk factors associated with neglect. For example,
Healthy Families America sites can highlight their ability to identify and address risk factors
for neglect such as isolation and maternal depression.

Conclusion
24
25
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The decline in the maltreatment rate touted in the headline of the press release is a small
decrease between two estimates. Any decrease should be celebrated, but this decrease is
small enough that the argument for continued efforts for prevention remains critical,
specifically a focus on:


The increasing number, now more than 1.1 million of 'referrals' that never became
'reports';



The devastating toll that neglect, still the most common form of maltreatment and one
that is NOT declining, takes on a child's long term development;



The financial cost of child maltreatment, compared to the cost of prevention; and,



The importance of a strong network of community resources to support children and
families.

No child should ever be maltreated, and if maltreated, should never be victimized again.
Prevention in both human suffering and economic costs provides a greater return on
investment than responding to something that should never have occurred in the first
place. The release of this report provides is an opportunity for prevention advocates to
remind the public what everyone can do to prevent child maltreatment and promote
healthy families

9
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Fewer child abuse and neglect victims for sixth consecutive year
December 17, 2013
The number of children suffering abuse and maltreatment has dropped nationwide for the sixth consecutive
year, according to a report from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Administration for
Children and Families (ACF).
The report estimates there were 686,000 cases of child abuse or neglect across the country in 2012. While
this indicates a steady decrease since 2007, when there were approximately 723,000 reports of abuse, it
also serves as a reminder that there is more work still to be done. Several states cited improvements to their
child abuse reporting system, such as implementing or expanding alternative response programs and
introducing a centralized intake system.
While the number of abuse victims has decreased, the number of fatalities attributable to child abuse and
neglect appears to have increased from 1,580 in 2011 to 1,640 in 2012. Researchers are still working to
determine whether this is a real increase in child fatalities or if improvements to how states investigate and
report child fatalities have improved our ability to determine which deaths are attributable to abuse and
neglect.
“The overall reduction in abuse and neglect is encouraging, but there are still significant areas for
improvement,” said Acting Assistant Secretary for Children and Families Mark Greenberg. “The growth in
reported child fatalities could be attributable to improved reporting, but it is important to determine why such
fatalities occur so we can continue to strengthen our efforts to protect children from all forms of harm.”
The report also describes the characteristics of families experiencing maltreatment. According to the report:
• 80.3 percent of the abusers were the victim’s parent.
• 6.1 percent were family members other than parents.
• 4.2 percent were unmarried partners of the victim’s parent.
• 3.1 percent of the abusers had an “unknown” relationship with the victim.
• 4.6 percent had an “other” relationship with the victim, including siblings, victim’s boyfriend/girlfriend,
stranger and babysitter.
• Remaining categories, including foster parents, legal guardians, friends and neighbors each represented
less than 0.5 percent.
To view the full report, please visit http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-r....

Note: All ACF news releases, fact sheets and other materials are available at:
www.acf.hhs.gov/opa/index.html.
11
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New Data: Child Abuse Down, Slightly,
Fatalities Up
NEW YORK December 17, 2013 (AP)
By DAVID CRARY AP National Writer

The number of U.S. children victimized by abuse and neglect has dropped for the sixth straight
year, but child fatalities linked to maltreatment increased by nearly 4 percent, according to the
latest federal data.
According to the annual report released Tuesday by the Department of Health and Human
Services, the estimated number of victimized children in the 2012 fiscal year was 686,000. That's
down from 688,000 in 2011 and from 723,000 in 2007.
But the report found that fatalities attributable to child abuse and neglect increased from 1,580 in
2011 to 1,640 in 2012.
HHS said further research would be needed to determine whether this represented a real increase
in child fatalities or reflected improvements in how states investigate and report these cases to
determine which can be attributed to abuse.
Two years ago, a Government Accountability Office report asserted that states used flawed
methods to tally and analyze the deaths of children who have been maltreated. It said annual
estimates of such deaths were likely too low.
About 70 percent of the 2012 fatalities involved children younger than 3, and parents were the
perpetrators in 80 percent of the cases. Texas reported the most fatalities, with 215, followed by
Florida with 179 and California with 128.
Overall, white children accounted for about 44 percent of the victims of maltreatment, black
children about 21 percent and Hispanic children about 22 percent; 78.3 percent of the victims
suffered neglect, 18.3 percent were physically abused and 9.3 percent were sexually abused. The
report tallied 62,936 children who were sexually abused in 2012 — up slightly from 2011 but down
considerably from the peak of about 150,000 in 1992.

13

The report, formally known as the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System, is based on
input from child protection agencies in every state.
Sociologist David Finkelhor, director of the University of New Hampshire's Crimes Against Children
Research Center, said the changes from 2011 to 2012 appeared to be minor, which he took as a
positive sign.
"The key thing everyone has been on the lookout for is whether several years of economic stress
and high unemployment have been taking their toll on family life and increasing the inclination to
take it out kids, while state budget cuts make protection less available," Finkelhor wrote in an
email.
Given the pessimistic expectations, Finkelhor wrote, the minimal change depicted in the report "is
good news."
Jim Hmurovich, president of Prevent Child Abuse America, said he also was pleased by the steady
decrease in maltreatment reports, but expressed some regret that the department did not provide
more insight on what factors might be driving that trend.
"It's hard to evaluate whether we're making a difference, or how we're making a difference," he
said.

http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/data-child-abuse-slightly-fatalities-21249894

###
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Attachment 3:
E-mail correspondence with ACF
From: Janet Rosenzweig [jrosenzweig@preventchildabuse.org]
Sent: Tuesday, December 24, 2013 2:10 PM
To: Heisler, Kurt (ACF)
Subject: Technical question: Child Maltreatment 2012

Dear Colleagues:
I am preparing an analysis of the report Child Maltreatment 2012 for the national
network of state chapters comprising Prevent Child Abuse America. The ACF press
release offers the following:
"The report estimates there were 686,000 cases of child abuse or neglect across the
country in 2012. While this indicates a steady decrease since 2007, when there were
approximately 723,000 reports of abuse"[1]….
Our chapters need to be prepared to answer their state officials when asked how their
state compares to these national figures. I can track the 686,000 cases to Exhibit 3-c on
page 19 of Child Maltreatment 2012, but cannot find analogous information for the
723,000 for 2007. I have also reviewed Child Maltreatment 2007 at
http://archive.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm07/cm07.pdf
Can you provide assistance?
Thank you, and Happy Holidays!
Janet Rosenzweig
Janet F. Rosenzweig MS, PhD, MPA
Research Associate
Prevent Child Abuse America
www.PreventChildAbuse.org
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From: Heisler, Kurt (ACF) [mailto:Kurt.Heisler@ACF.hhs.gov]
Sent: Friday, December 27, 2013 12:18 PM
To: Janet Rosenzweig
Cc: Madonna Aveni
Subject: RE: Technical question: Child Maltreatment 2012

Janet:

> I can track the 686,000 cases to Exhibit 3-c on page 19 of Child Maltreatment 2012,
but cannot find an analogous information for the 723,000 for 2007.
You can find the 723,000 figure for 2007 in Child Maltreatment 2011, p. 20, Exhibit 3-D (Last column, National
Estimate of Unique Victims.) http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-

research/child-maltreatment
The 2007 figure cited in CM 2011 differs from the one cited in CM 2007, because the CM 2011 report incorporates
resubmitted data from states that occurred after the 2007 publication. Resubmissions usually include corrections
and other refinements to the original data.
Please let me know if we can be of any more assistance. Thank you for all the great work you do. Happy holidays
to you as well.
Kurt
Kurt Heisler, M.S., M.P.H.
Research Analyst
Office of Data, Analysis, Research, and Evaluation
Administration on Children, Youth and Families
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
1250 Maryland Ave SW, Room 8143
Washington, D.C. 20024
202-205-3776

Kurt.Heisler@acf.hhs.gov
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Attachment 4:
Summary of state commentary related to using NCANDS data for trends
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Change effecting
trend?

page number

issue

Alabama,
Alaska,

NO
YES

131

corrected prior years errors coding cases screened out

Arizona,

YES

134

backlog of cases entered and counted in this reporting perio

135

Differential Response initiated

Arkansas

YES

California

NO

Colorado,

YES

140

increase in referrals to DR

Connecticut

YES

144

increase in referrals to DR

Delaware

NO

DC

YES

149

new mandated reports of kids missing school, other technica

Florida

NO

Georgia

YES

152

technical issue -- added after hours call center

Hawaii

NO

Idaho

YES

Illinois

NO

Indiana

YES

Iowa,

NO

Kansas

NO

Kentucky

NO

Louisiana

YES

Maine

NO

Maryland

NO

Massachusetts

NO

Michigan

NO

Minnesota

NO

Mississippi

YES

Missouri

NO

Montana

NO

Nebraska,

NO

Nevada

NO

New Hampshire

NO

New Jersey

NO

New Mexico

NO

New York

NO

North Carolina

NO

North Dakota

NO

Ohio

NO

Oklahoma

unable to submit 2012 data
159

New IS system

167

change in intake

180

use of central intake

YES

215

higher substantiation rate due to changes

Oregon

YES

217

underreports certain children

Pennsylvania

NO

Puerto Rico

NO

18

Rhode Island

NO

South Carolina

YES

South Dakota

NO

Tennessee

YES

Texas

NO

Utah

YES

Vermont

NO

Virginia

Maybe

Washington

NO

West Virginia

NO

Wisconsin

NO

Wyoming

225

change in classification of type of abuse

229

"2010 & 2011 data may not be comparable to prior years”

233

Change in handling DV cases

236

see notes about unreported 'Family Assessment'

NO

Almost 1/3 of the states (N=16) identified issues with policy, practice or
technology that could affect the ability to compare numbers to prior years.
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Attachment 5:
Links for referenced and related documents
Child Maltreatment 2011
The report: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/resource/child-maltreatment-2011
Webinar discussing Child Maltreatment 2011:
http://friendsnrc.org/teleconference-and-webinar-archive/2013teleconference-and-webinar-archive/313-january-2013-cbcap-peer-learningcall-child-maltreatment-data-highlights-and-collaboration
Child Maltreatment 2007
The report: http://archive.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/pubs/cm07/cm07.pdf
Prevent Child Abuse America: Estimated Annual Cost of Child Abuse and Neglect
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/images/research/pcaa_cost_report_2012_gelles_perlman .pdf
The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: The economic burden of child
maltreatment in the United States and implications for prevention

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213411003140
Dr. David Finkelhor's presentation on the difficulties of counting child sexual
abuse
Video of speech at the first annual Penn State Conference on Child Maltreatment, October
2012
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G-fViw7Uuxs&noredirect=1 , start @ minute 10

NIS 3
http://library.childwelfare.gov/cwig/ws/library/docs/gateway/Record?w=+NATIVE%28%2
7IPDET+PH+IS+%27%27nis-3%27%27%27%29&upp=0&rpp=10&order=+NATIVE%28%27year%2Fdescend%27%29&r=1&m=6&
NIS 4
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/opre/abuse_neglect/natl_incid/reports/natl_incid/nis4_
report_congress_full_pdf_jan2010.pdf

20

Attachment 6:
Trends in victimization rate per 1,000 children
by state
2003 – 2007
As published in Child Maltreatment 2007
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Attachment 7:
Trends in number of unduplicated victims receiving an
investigation and rates per 1,000 children
by state
As published in Child Maltreatment 2012
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Attachment 8:
Screened in and screened out referrals 2012, by state

27

28

Attachment 9:

Estimated costs of child maltreatment, by state
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Per cent of
national total
child victims

Child Victims,
2012
9573
2928
10039
11133
76026
10482
8151
2335
2141
53341
18752
1398
27497
20223
10751
1868
17054
8458
3781
13079
19234
33434
4238
7599
4685
1324
3888
5436
901
9031
5882
68375
23150
1402
29250
9627
9576
3416
8470
3218
11439
1224

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
CA
Colorado
CT
DE
DC
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
MD
MA
Michigan
MN
MS
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
NH
NJ
NM
NY
NC
ND
Ohio
OK
Oregon
PA
PR Rico
RI
SC
SD

1.410%
0.431%
1.479%
1.640%
11.200%
1.544%
1.201%
0.344%
0.315%
7.858%
2.762%
0.206%
0.000%
4.051%
2.979%
1.584%
0.275%
2.512%
1.246%
0.557%
1.927%
2.833%
4.925%
0.624%
1.119%
0.690%
0.195%
0.573%
0.801%
0.133%
1.330%
0.867%
10.073%
3.410%
0.207%
4.309%
1.418%
1.411%
0.503%
1.248%
0.474%
1.685%
0.180%

Per cent of $80 billion annual
expenditures in US
$1,131,882,140
$346,197,734
$ 1,186,980,550
$1,316,331,752
$8,989,080,911
$1,239,359,510
$963,749,224
$276,083,234
$ 253,145,269
$ 6,306,876,133
$ 2,217,178,929
$ 165,295,229
$$3,251,160,890
$ 2,391,105,454
$1,271,165,244
$220,866,587
$2,016,412,620
$ 1,000,047,962
$ 447,053,836
$ 1,546,420,820
$ 2,274,169,130
$ 3,953,133,549
$ 501,088,113
$ 898,482,438
$ 553,940,021
$ 156,545,697
$ 459,705,187
$ 642,735,957
$ 106,531,475
$ 1,067,797,723
$ 695,469,628
$ 8,084,450,153
$ 2,737,184,951
$ 165,768,177
$ 3,458,430,230
$ 1,138,266,934
$ 1,132,236,851
$ 403,897,356
$ 1,001,466,805
$ 380,486,444
$ 1,352,512,253
$ 144,722,003
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Estimated cost using CDC&P
lifetime cost of $210,012 per case
$ 2,010,444,876
$ 614,915,136
$ 2,108,310,468
$ 2,338,063,596
$ 15,966,372,312
$ 2,201,345,784
$ 1,711,807,812
$ 490,378,020
$ 449,635,692
$ 11,202,250,092
$ 3,938,145,024
$ 293,596,776
$
$ 5,774,699,964
$ 4,247,072,676
$ 2,257,839,012
$ 392,302,416
$ 3,581,544,648
$ 1,776,281,496
$ 794,055,372
$ 2,746,746,948
$ 4,039,370,808
$ 7,021,541,208
$ 890,030,856
$ 1,595,881,188
$ 983,906,220
$ 278,055,888
$ 816,526,656
$ 1,141,625,232
$ 189,220,812
$ 1,896,618,372
$ 1,235,290,584
$ 14,359,570,500
$ 4,861,777,800
$ 294,436,824
$ 6,142,851,000
$ 2,021,785,524
$ 2,011,074,912
$ 717,400,992
$ 1,778,801,640
$ 675,818,616
$ 2,402,327,268
$ 257,054,688

10069
62551
9419
649
5826
6546
4591
4645
705
678,810

TN
Texas
Utah
Vermont
Virginia
WA
West
Virginia
WI
WY

1.483%
9.215%
1.388%
0.096%
0.858%
0.964%

$ 1,190,527,658
$ 7,395,838,267
$ 1,113,673,652
$ 76,735,768
$ 688,848,360
$ 773,978,950

$ 2,114,610,828
$ 13,136,460,612
$ 1,978,103,028
$ 136,297,788
$ 1,223,529,912
$ 1,374,738,552

0.676%
0.684%
0.104%

$ 542,825,750
$ 549,210,544
$ 83,357,036
$80,260,411,087

$ 964,165,092
$ 975,505,740
$ 148,058,460

Sample statements, using Wyoming as an example
“Our state spent an estimated $83 million in 2012 to pay for the costs of child maltreatment.”
Source:
http://www.preventchildabuse.org/images/research/pcaa_cost_report_2012_gelles_perlman .pdf
“The 705 victims of child maltreatment in 2012 will cost our economy almost $150 million dollars over
their lifetime, according to the cost estimates developed by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and we keep adding more victims each year.”
Source: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213411003140
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Attachment 10:
Trend in child fatality reports, by state
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